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From The Chair

Front page: Campaigners on South Downs Walk no. 32, July

When you read this we should be at the peak of the Group AGM season. I urge you to go

along, if at all possible, for many reasons. Your committee need and deserve your support;

you’ll meet other members of your group, some you might already know, but some you

won’t. You will be able to voice your opinion on the way your group is run. You may, if

you’re interested, be able to join the committee and help run your group, and, at the same

time, find out more about how the Ramblers’ Association is organised and run. You’ll

certainly have a good time, and be entertained by the guest speaker. If you get an appetite

for AGM’s, don’t forget to come to the Hampshire Area’s AGM as well, this time being

hosted by the Southampton Group - details can be found on the following page.

The RA has just successfully recruited a new Chief Executive - Tom Franklin,

previously chief executive of Living Streets. Under Tom’s leadership, Living Streets has

played a major role in changing attitudes towards streets, with a focus on the needs of

pedestrians over cars (a subject dear to my own heart). Tom helped to expand the highly

successful Walk To School campaign, encouraging more than 1.9 million school children to

improve their health and the environment, and has recently established the Walking Works

campaign to encourage adults to walk to work. I’m looking forward to meeting Tom at

General Council next year in Winchester, which leads me on to page 10 of this issue of HR.

You will see that there are still plenty of opportunities to help run this event, please contact

Penny Farncombe if you would like to help.

The latest copy of Walk magazine has just dropped through my letterbox. Having

managed to retrieve it from Josh’s (my dog) hidden stack of post, it makes interesting

reading (as always). I was particularly interested to read a letter from a member to the

effect that if you find your own Group is not catering for your walking needs then it is easy

to access neighbouring groups’ walk programmes via the internet. I agree with her, this is

very much another benefit of being a RA member, but I can’t help thinking there is another

way - you could always offer to lead some walks with your own group and/or, help the

person who compiles the walks programme. Don’t forget, we can all be volunteers!

At the time of writing (the end of August) we are at the end of our summer for this

year, such as it was... hope you’ve enjoyed your walking, and take this opportunity to wish

you all a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.

George Williams

(Chair, RA Hampshire Area)



Hampshire Area Annual General Meeting

Saturday 9 February 2008 2 pm to 5 pm

Nursling and Rownhams Village Hall
(Nursling Street, Southampton, SO16 0XH. Grid reference: SU 378163)

There will be a walk of about 5 miles starting from the village hall at 11 am

From David Nixon  (Area Secretary)

Travel directions
Leave M27 at junction 3 and follow the
M271 north towards Romsey. At the
roundabout, follow the A3057 south
towards Southampton. Carry straight on at
the next roundabout. Turn right at the traffic
lights, into Nursling Street (immediately
after the Horns Inn and before the Balmoral
public house). Continue down Nursling
Street for approximately 100m and turn left
into the road immediately after the shops
and the entrance to the hall car park is on
your right.

The village hall is the building on
your right, facing onto Nursling street and
next to a social club.

Catering arrangements
The Village Hall will be open from 11:00am
to 5:00pm. Hot drinks will be available from
1pm. There is space for people to eat their
own food.

AGM business
The main formal business of the AGM
comprises the acceptance of the Area
Annual Report in which Officers and
Groups outline their work and achievements
during the year, the acceptance of the
Annual Accounts – where the money came
from and went to – and the Election of Area

Officers. We still have a vacancy for an Area
Countryside Secretary – the post has not
been filled for the past three years.  Nomina-
tions may be made for any of the Area
Officer posts – Chairman, Secretary etc. –
to the Secretary before the meeting, or at
the meeting.

Any member may submit a motion to
the Area AGM by sending it in writing to
the Area Secretary not less than 14 days
before the AGM (and not less than 28 days
if the amendment involves a change to the
constitution).

Of course, one of the main reasons
for coming to the AGM is to enjoy the walk
before the meeting, to meet people from
other groups and to exchange ideas with
them, and to listen to the AGM guest who
will speak after the formal meeting.

GUEST SPEAKER:
Tony Whitbread  (Director of the
Sussex Wildlife Trust)



From Alan Marlow (Area Access Officer)

Discovering ‘Lost Ways’

Many of you will be aware that the CRoW
Act in 2000 introduced a cut-off date of
2026 for claims for rights of way to be
added to the definitive map if the claim is
based solely on documentary historical
evidence. This applies to any right of way
which existed before 1 January 1949 but
which is still not shown on the definitive
map.

Cut-off date
In Hampshire it is believed that there are
still a significant number of these ‘public
highways’ that exist but which are not
shown on the definitive map and, as a
consequence in many cases, are not avail-
able to the public. The practical effect of this
is to give some urgency to dealing with
claims based on historical documentary
evidence, because after 1 January 2026 all
rights existing over such ways will be
extinguished unless they are shown on the
definitive map by that date.

No user group welcomed the
introduction of a cut-off date for claims of
rights of way – it constitutes an exemption
to the ‘once a highway, always a highway’
principle upon which many claims are

founded. The government agreed that
having introduced such a sweeping provi-
sion, they ought to make funds available to
help highway authorities deal with the
consequences.

Project
To this end, the Countryside Agency (now
Natural England) was charged with running
the ‘Discovering Lost Ways’ project. The
government said that in England it would
provide Natural England with approximately
£1m per year from 2004 to 2013 to help
local authorities complete the definitive map
before historical rights are extinguished.
However, with nearly 7 of the 25 years up
to the 2026 cut-off date already gone, not a
single new path has been added to the
definitive map across the country as a result
of this initiative and the ‘Discovering Lost



Ways’ project appears to have stalled. There
is a major project review scheduled for this
autumn and Hampshire County Council are
not optimistic that they will receive any help
from the project in the foreseeable future.

As an initiative through the Hamp-
shire Countryside Access Forum I recently
met with representatives of  other user
groups in the county (including cyclists,
horse riders and carriage drivers) to discuss
ways that we could act together to get the
whole process of identifying and claiming
our ‘lost ways’ under way, and to set up a
project to work together on the subject.
HCC rights of way officers also attended the
meeting and welcomed our approach and
intentions, offering assistance where
practical.

Research needed
By its nature, this activity is very dependent
on people resource, not so much to go out
walking the countryside to seek out these
paths, but to research all the historical
documentary evidence that is available
(there is a great deal of it in the Hampshire
Records Office in Winchester for instance).
This means that we need volunteers who
have an interest in this topic to get involved.

The exact form of our joint user
group project has not yet been finalised; to

some extent it will depend on the number of
people who volunteer, and on the amount of
time they have available between them.
Appropriate training will be set up by HCC
to assist those that volunteer. If you think
you would like to help, or if you would like
to find out more about what this may
involve, please contact Alan Marlow
(contact details on the back page) or your
own Footpath Secretary or Access Officer.



The Wayfarers Walk

The New Forest Group has done most of
the Wayfarers (Inkpen to Portsdown Hill) in
five stages during April and May. Five
members each ‘volunteered’ to lead a stage.
An average of 26 members did each stage;
30 on one, 20 on the least well supported.

Ruts!
STAGE ONE (13 miles) started from
Inkpen on Good Friday – 6th April – in
glorious sunshine after an interesting trip in
a 51 seater coach (not what we had ex-
pected!) to the top of the hill via Combe –
fortunately we only met one car coming
down! The walk along the ridge afforded
magnificent views over the Kennet valley to
the  north and the Hampshire countryside to
the south.

The first four miles were marred by
the deep ruts left by wheeled vehicles;
fortunately these had dried out since we did
the recce when we had to take to the high

From Geoff Betteridge (New Forest Group)

ground and in places climb over fences to
get through. Maybe money would be better
spent introducing legislation to combat this
menace rather than putting more into
bureaucratic National Parks!

Lunch was taken in a field on the
Highclere Estate overlooking the valley
which has the A34 running through it –
thankfully we could neither hear the road
nor see it, just a small herd of deer running
across the valley bottom.

After a pleasant afternoon with yet
more great views from the high ground, we
climbed up onto the gallops near Watership
Down and went down to meet the coach at
White Hill car park for the journey home.

The Austen connection
STAGE TWO (11 miles) on Easter Sunday,
was once again blessed with sunshine.
Shortly after the start we passed a field of
sheep which contained one black ewe with
two white lambs and a white ewe with two
black lambs. We passed very few houses but
one which we did was an absolute picture
with a row of cherry trees in full bloom
leading up the drive to the house. Lunch
was at Deane with the majority of the party
going into the church yard whilst the rest
went on to the Deane Gate Inn for liquid
refreshment. Apparently, it was at this pub
where Jane Austen –whose father was at
one time rector of Deane as well as
Steventon - joined the stage coach to go to
London, useless information but very
important to one member of the group! The
route of the Wayfarers has now been
waymarked to the north of Bull’s Bushes
Copse instead of going through it – prob-






























